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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of ProDosed Rulemakina on Licensina and
Mannina for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of PrODOSed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensing
and Mannina of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensinu and
Manninc for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of ProDosed Rulemaking concerning the Licensing
and Mannincy of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq on Licensing and
Manninq for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensinq
and Manninq of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of ProDosed Rulemakinq on Licensinq and
Manninq for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of ProDosed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensinq
and Manninq of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

c:--I z^--- (Attach additional pages)



TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of ProDosed Rulemakinu on Licensinq and
Manninq for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensinq
and Manninq of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking: <- .

(Attach additional pages) c&x~









TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinq on Licensinq and
Manninq for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensinq
and Manninq of Towina Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

Signiture: - I -
(Attach additional pages)
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensina and
Manning for Officers of Towina Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensing
and Mannina of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

(Attach additional pages)



TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensinu and
Mannino for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

Signiture: (Attach additional pages)
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinu on Licensinu and
Mannina for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensing
and Mannina of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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(r.bJllrg Address)
(Cllyisare)

(Dale)

TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinq on Licensina and
Mannina for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

w3? have read the Notice of Pronosed Rulemaking concerning the Licensinq
and Manninu of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

Signiture: (Attach additional pages)
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinu on Licensinu and
Manninq for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensing
and Manning of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensing and
Manninu for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensinq
and Manninu of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq on Licensing and
Manninq for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensinq
and Manninu of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

Signiture: (Attach additional pages)



TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinu on Licensinu and
Mannino for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensing
and Mannina of Towing Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

Signiture: (Attach additional pages)



TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq on Licensinu and
Mannino for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensing
and Manninu of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

(Attach additional pages)
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: My comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensing and
Manninu for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking concerning the Licensing
and Manninq of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:

(Attach additional pages)
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakinu on Licensing and
Mannina for Officers of Towinu Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Proposed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensing
and Manninu of Towinu Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRAi3406)(CGD  94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUB,lGCl’: Mv comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemaking  on Licensing and Manning for Officers of Tow-
in.e Vessels.

Gentlemen.

(Attach additional pages).





TO: Executive Secretary, Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406)(CGD 94-055)
United States Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street, SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

SUBJECT: MY comments on Notice of Proposed Rulemakina on Licensing and
Manninq for Officers of Towing Vessels.

Gentlemen,

I have read the Notice of Pronosed Rulemakinq concerning the Licensing
and Mannina of Towina Vessels. I would also like to make the following
personal comments to the public docket about this rulemacking:
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R i v e r  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

102 WEST SECOND STREET

MAYSVILLE, KENTUCKY 41056

PHONE 606 - 564-6843

October 16, 1996

Rear Admiral J. C. Card
U.S. Coast Guard, Chief
Marine Safety and Environmental Protection
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

Re: (CGD 94-055)

Dear Rear Admiral Card:

Crounse Corporation appreciates the opportunity to
respond to the U.S. Coast Guard's Notice of Proposed Rule
Making on Licensing and Manning for Officers of Towing
Vessels. We are also in support of efforts to upgrade
licensing standards, recognizing that operator competence is
an important role when it comes to preventing vessel
accidents.

However, in responding to the licensing and manning for
officers of towing vessels proposal listed in (CGD 94-055)
46CFR Parts 10 and 15, we would like to make the following
suggestions and comments.

Part 10.463 General requirements for licenses for master,
pilot, and apprentice steersman of towing
vessels.

Crounse Corporation does not believe that horsepower
separation should be a criteria for license requirements.
We feel that the better criteria would be training skills,
practical experience, and knowledge of route. These should
prove the applicant's qualifications and nullify any
requirement for horsepower restrictions. We feel that this
restriction would put undue hardships on companies that
operate a variety of horsepower vessels. It would limit
their ability to utilize their personnel for the most safe
and efficient operations.



Part 10.464 Licenses for masters of towing vessels.

Crounse Corporation will be in opposition to the 48 months
of total service time to become a master, if this is meant
to be the time frame used between pilot and upgrade to
master. With the service requirements for steersman and
pilot, we feel that 24 months additional service is long
enough to qualify for a masters license. We think that 48
months would restrict our ability to advance pilots from
within our company. We would then have to hire outside
masters who are not familiar with our operation and would
require additional training.

Part 10.464 (a)lii, 2, 2(b), 2(b)lii, (b)2, (c) Crounse
Corporation opposes any reference to horsepower restrictions
in the subparts listed above.

Part 10.464 (c)2 Crounse Corporation does not believe
that submitting evidence of practical demonstration of
skills in the form of a training and assessment record book,
as described in 10.304 (e), would be any better evidence of
qualifications than the official documentation and logs from
the vessel or vessels on which he/she has served. We feel
that if a pilot fulfills the necessary service requirements
for a masters license, then he has a permanent record in the
form of the vessel log. It shows routes, times, and tows
that they have handled. The U.S. Coast Guard would have a
record of any accidents or violations which the pilot may
have acquired. We feel that two letters of recommendation
from active masters under whom he has served and a letter
from the company would be sufficient.

10.465 Licenses for mates (pilots) of towing vessels.

10.465 (a), (a)lii, (a)% (a)3(b), (a)3(b)3, (a)(c), (a)(d)
Crounse Corporation opposes any reference to horsepower
restrictions in the subparts listed above.
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General Overview:

Demonstration of proficiency. Crounse Corporation does not
believe that mandatory use of simulators will better
demonstrate proficiency. We feel that the training program
we currently have is more than adequate. The best place to
demonstrate proficiency is on board an active vessel with a
designated examiner. We feel that the simulator should be
used as a training tool only.

Designated examiner. Crounse Corporation supports this
idea, but feels that it should be a person within the
company (i.e., a port captain or experienced master who
meets the definition of Designated Examiner in 10.103).

Grand-fathering. Crounse Corporation supports the idea of
grand-fathering current license holders, if current license
holders will be grand-fathered as masters. Otherwise, this
will put undue restrictions on our use of personnel.

Responsibility of master and pilot. Crounse Corporation
feels that the master should be responsible for the overall
operation of his/her vessel and his/her watch - based on a
two-watch system, six hours on and six hours off. In
addition, the pilot, because of the two-watch system, should
be responsible for the safe navigation of his/her own watch,
unless following direct orders from the master.

In summary, there are several complex issues listed in
the Federal Register concerning licensing. Due to these
varying and complex issues, along with their long-range
effects on both the navigation industry and the individual
license holder, we request a re-opening of the comment
period. This would allow more time for concerned licensed
individuals and other interested groups to better understand
the proposals and make comments.

Sincerely,

David Reed
Port Captain

DR:ds

cc: LCDR Don Darcy
U.S. Coast Guard
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PHONE:
(606) 584-8843

102 West Second Sheet
MayavIlla,  Kentucky 41056

October 16, 1996

LCDR Don Darcy
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street SW
Washington, DC 20593-0001

Re: (CGD 94-055)

Dear LCDR Darcy:

The Waterways Advisory Committee Huntington District
appreciates the opportunity to respond to the U.S. Coast
Guard's Notice of Proposed Rule Making on Licensing and
Manning for Officers of Towing vessels. We are also in
support of efforts to upgrade licensing standards,
recognizing that operator competence is an important role
when it comes to preventing vessel accidents.

However, in responding to the licensing and manning for
officers of towing vessels proposal listed in (CGD 94-055)
46CFR Parts 10 and 15, we would like to make the following
suggestions and comments.

Part 10.463 General requirements for licenses for master,
pilot, and apprentice steersman of towing
vessels.

The WACHD does not believe that horsepower separation should
be a criteria for license requirements. We feel that the
better criteria would be training skills, practical
experience, and knowledge of route. These should prove the
applicant's qualifications and nullify any requirement for
horsepower restrictions. We feel that this restriction
would put undue hardships on companies that operate a
variety of horsepower vessels. It would limit their ability
to utilize their personnel for the most safe and efficient
operations.



Part 10.464 Licenses for masters of towing vessels.

The WACHD will be in opposition to the 48 months of total
service time to become a master, if this is meant to be the
time frame used between pilot and upgrade to master. With
the service requirements for steersman and pilot, we feel
that 24 months additional service is long enough to qualify
for a masters license. We think that 48 months would
restrict industry's ability to advance pilots from within
their own company. They would then have to hire outside
masters who are not familiar with their operation and would
require additional training.

Part 10.464 (a)lii, 2, 2(b), 2(b)lii, (b)2, (c) The
WACHD opposes any reference to horsepower restrictions in
the subparts listed above.

Part 10.464 (c)2 The WACHD does not believe that
submitting evidence of practical demonstration of skills in
the form of a training and assessment record book, as
described in 10.304 (e), would be any better evidence of
qualifications than the official documentation and logs from
the vessel or vessels on which he/she has served. We feel
that if a pilot fulfills the necessary service requirements
for a masters license, then he has a permanent record in the
form of the vessel log. It shows routes, times, and tows
that they have handled. The U.S. Coast Guard would have a
record of any accidents or violations which the pilot may
have acquired. We feel that two letters of recommendation
from active masters under whom he has served and a letter
from the company would be sufficient.

10.465 Licenses for mates (pilots) of towing vessels.

10.465 (a), (a)lii, (a)3, (a)3(b), (a)3(b)3, (a)(c), (a)(d)
The WACHD opposes any reference to horsepower restrictions
in the subparts listed above.

General Overview:

Demonstration of proficiency. The WACHD does not believe
that mandatory use of simulators will better demonstrate
proficiency. The best place to demonstrate proficiency is
on board an active vessel with a designated examiner. We
feel that the simulator should be used as a training tool
only.

Designated examiner. The WACHD supports this idea, but
feels that it should be a person within the company
(i.e., a port captain or experienced master who meets the
definition of Designated Examiner in 10.103).



.. 0 0

Grand-fathering. The WACHD supports the idea of grand-
fathering current license holders, if current license
holders will be grand-fathered as masters. Otherwise, this
will put undue restrictions on industry's use of personnel.

Responsibility of master and pilot. The WACHD feels that the
master should be responsible for the overall operation of
his/her vessel and his/her watch - based on a two-watch
system, six hours on and six hours off. In addition, the
pilot, because of the two-watch system, should be
responsible for the safe navigation of his/her own watch,
unless following direct orders from the master.

During the comment period regarding licensing
proposals, there have been several navigational issues
before the towing industry. The WACHD and The Waterways
Association of Pittsburgh have been individually and jointly
involved in partnering groups and active committees with the
U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in both
the Huntington and Pittsburgh Districts.

The USCG, the USACOE and WACHD formed the Port of
Huntington Quality Action team to address barge fleet
safety. The WACHD sponsored and helped form a new Kanawha
River Improvement Committee to address dock, fleeting and
navigation concerns and ways to partner with the USCG and
the USACOE. The USCG Port of Huntington and USACOE and the
WACHD sponsored a "Fleeting and Best Practices" Seminar.
The WACHD, the USCG and the West Virginia Department of
Natural Resources sponsored an industry-led initiative to
improve recreational boating education and safety. The
WACHD helped institute and form an active towboat-riding
program for USCG personnel unfamiliar with inland river
operations. The WACHD partnered with the Waterways
Association of Pittsburgh, the USCG, the USACOE, the
National Weather Service and the Ohio River Ice Committee in
forming an emergency response team to respond during high
river and flood conditions in the upper Ohio River Valley.
The WACHD partnered with the USCG to form a team to study
and review the new radar regulations. The WACHD, the USCG
and the USACOE formed a Natural Working Group to work on
navigation aids, safe locking procedures and river
navigation map reviews. During this time, these are some of
the partnering and committee work groups that were active
and they continue to be so.



. I .

The WACHD and the Waterways Association of Pittsburgh
are navigation-safety concerned organizations located in the
Ohio River Valley. Geographically, this area has some of
the most active and congested navigation systems in the
Inland and Western River Systems. Both organizations have
been pro-active in partnering with the U.S. Coast Guard's
0011 and the U.S.
Surprisingiy,

Army Corps of Engineers Districts.
neither group was offered an opportunity to

join in the process or partner with USCG or TSAC on such a
vital and important subject. There were no opportunities
for our organizations to participate in any public forum or
hearings having explanations or discussions with the USCG
regarding these licensing proposals.

Therefore, due to the several complex issues listed in
the Federal Register concerning licensing and because of
these varying and complex issues and their long-range effect
on both the navigation industry and the individual license
holder, we request a re-opening of the comment period with
it being open for another 180 days. This would allow the
WACHD, other concerned groups and individual license
holders, who were not invited to participate in the process,
time to better understand the proposals and to make
suggestions and comments.

Sincerely,

David Reed
Acting Chairman, WACHD

DR:ds

cc: Rear Admiral J. C. Card
U.S. Coast Guard



1’&‘16/96 16: a9 RIVER TENTH  FLR + THORNTON , ii
- ’ .

Midland Enterprises Inc.
XXI Pike St&
PD. Box 1460
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201
(513) 721-4000

October 16,1996

Executive Secretary
Marine Safety Council (G-LRAB46)  (CGD 94-055)
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
2100 Second Street SW.
Washington, DC 205934001

RE. Licensing and Manning For Officers of Towing Vessels; Proposed Rule

Midland Enterprises Inc., through its operating subsidiaries of the Ohio River
Company, Orgulf  Transport, Orsouth, R&W Marine, and Capital Marine Supply,
employ approximately 250 licensed pilots to man its fleet of some 75 towing
vessels that sail the Mississippi River and tributaries and the Gulf lntracoastal
Canal. Many of these individuals hold higher level licenses than just an OlJlV.

We reoognize  the difficult task the U.S. Coast Guard has in changing the rules
for licensing and manning for officers of towing vessels, with the intent to truly
improve safety in the commercial towing environment. AWO, to which we
belong, has made a number of recommendations and comments regarding the
new proposed rule which we endorse. There are a few additional points we
would like to submit for the record.

-1 * Proposed horsepower breakpoint. While  we understand the struggle to find
a horsepower breakpoint, our company, which operates vessels from 1000
HP to over 10,000 HP, develops and advances its licensed people with a
much broader evaluation criteria. Because of the unique operating
characteristics of all rivers, we require all pilots to get at least one posting trip
(have an experienced pilot for the specific area ride with  them) to get familiar
with an area. Significant changes in pilots’ tasks such as large increase in
vessel size, size tow, or extreme river condition will  result in additional
posting. Generally such introduction to a new area is on the pilot’s, or back
watch.

NO. 245 DE12
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2. Steersman Training. The proposed rule indicates the steersman is
“authorized only to train in the wheelhouse under the continuous, direct
supervision and observation of a mariner licensed as master.” Our
experience and practice has shown that for training to be complete a
steersman must be given time alone in the later stages to develop necessary
confidence. While the trainer has responsibility to access when and where to
allow such soloing, he should net be held accountable for gross negligence
on the part of the steersman.

Our company has taken steps over the years, which exceed the current
regulation and in some instances go beyond the proposed rule, to assure our
pilots  are qualified and ccmpetent to handle their towing assignments.

Sincerely,

d./d*ct?-m+L
d-b

W. Scott Noble
Operations Manager

CC: S. Frasher
6. Ferguson
K Wheeler
M. Monahan
B. Compton
G. Menke
R. Thornton
0. White

2
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Executive Secretary
Marine Safety Council (G-LRA/3406) (CGD 94-055)
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters,
Washington, D.C. 20593-0001

RE: Licensing and Manning For Officers of Towing Vessels;
Proposed Rule

I respectfully request a reopening and extended response period of
at least 180 days on proposed rule Federal Register June 19, 1996,
Part V, CFR 46 Parts 10 and 15, Licensing and Manning Towing
Vessels. Also, we Mariners need at least two public meetings in
the old Second District.

Several reasons for this request is that within the last four (4)
months there has been a rule change for Examiners, Radar Equipment,
and Safety Equipment (machinery) reporting, plus other reasons
listed below.

THE PROPOSED HORSEPOWER BREAKPOINT - I understand the struggle the
Coast Guard is having trying to come up with some way to make the
river safer. Each river has its own characteristics and the
horsepower of the vessel pushing the tow has little to do with how
safe it is. This is one area the license as they are now serves the
purpose that was intended. The examination lets the Coast Guard
make sure that the person getting the license understand the Rules
of the Road and basic navigation. It should be the responsibility
of the company to determine what size tow or boat or river a person
stands a watch on.

Companies that belong to AWO are working on a Responsible Towing
Plan that is to be completed by the end of 1997. My suggestion is
the Coast Guard review some of these plans, they may decide that a
lot of regulations out there at the present time can be
discontinued.
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I have been sailing under a Masters License and First Class Pilot
with a OUTV, 8 Issues. I have worked all major rivers and all
horsepower boats. Due to the shortage of license people, Captains
and Pilots are working long hitches, some as much as 70 or 80 days.
These pilots have not received any information on this regulation
and if they do, cannot understand the proposed regulation
completely. This is the main reason I am requesting a reopening
with an extended period for comments. In my view the regulation is
not needed and attached you will find my reasoning on this matter.

Two years ago in St. Louis, Admiral Card discussed
Partnering with the Corp of Engineers and Industry. This
was a great idea and it seems to work in most cases.
However, it has went by the way side in the formulation
of this regulation. I would request if a reopening is
granted that a work group of Masters and Pilots with no
person higher up in a company than a Port Captain be
permitted to be in this group to determine whether this
regulation is needed.

Sincerely,

&J/U
H WARD R. THORNTON
Port

cc/

Captain

Senator Rockerfeller
Nick Rahall
Admiral Card
Scott Noble
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
MARINE SAFETY OFFICE
(G-LRA/3406)[CGD 94-0551
U.S.COAST GUARD HEADQUARTERS
2100 SECOND STREET SW.
WASHINGTON, DC 20593-0001

JAMES A.GEHDE
RR #l BOX 500-G
LESAGE, WV

25537

TO WHOM IT CONCERNS:
I respectfully request a reopening, and extended response period of as

long a6 possible, on proposed rules Federal Register June 19, 1996 part V,
46 CFR Parts 10 and 15, Licensing and Manning towing vessels. Also many more
public meetings in the old Second District, and all C.G. Districts.

New proposals have very recently been received regarding rules for
examiners, radar equipment, and safety equipment, these should be given time to
be studied and responded to.

I am concerned about the small amount of working licensed towing vessel
operators who are unaware of the proposed rules. Marine Safety broadcasts from
Coast Guard groups giving such, should be announcing the public meetings and
places, also information on were to obtain the rule proposals.

Admiral Card has been preaching partnering for a couple of years now,

but the people dealing with safety issues every working day seem to have been
left out. Licensed towing vessel operators would be the most qualified to
supply information to improve safety. We are the most affected by the new
proposed rules and should be given ample information and time ta respond.

1600 ton LiceAsed Master
Western Rivers

cc: Admiral Card
Nick Rahull
Senator Rockefeller
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY RON L.WARD
MARINE SAFETY OFFICE RT.l BOX 524
(G-LRA/3406)[CGD  94-0553 PROCTORVILLE,OH
U.S.COAST GUARD HEADQUARTERS 45669
2100 SECOND STREET SW.
WASHINGTON, DC 20593-OCIOl

TO WHOM IT CONCERNS:
I respectfully request a reopening, and extended response period of as

long as possible, on proposed rules Federal Register June 19, 1996 part V,
46 CFR Parts 10 and 15, Licensing and Manning towing vessels. Also many more
publia moctinyc in tho old Socand District, and ~11 P.G. Districts.

New proposals have very recently been received regarding rules for
examiners, radar equipment, and safety equipment, these should be given time to
be studied and responded to.

I am concerned about the small amount of working licensed towing vessel
operators who are unaware of the proposed rules. Marine Safety broadcasts from
Coast Guard groups giving such, should be announcing the public meetings and
places, also information on were to obtain the rule proposals.

Adruical Card has been preaching ptlrtnaring  fey a couple  bf years now,
but the people dealing with safety issues every working day seem to have been
left out. Licensed towing vessel operators would be the most qualified to
supply information to improve safety. We are the most affected by the new
proposed rules and should be given ample information and time to respond,

cc: Admiral Card
Nick Rahull
Senator Rockefeller
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I do not believe  horsepower should be used as a basis ot authority. 1 think skills,
I;nw-lcdgc,  and c:qxic:~e  outwigh  horscpon-er  ~1 basis  of authorit\..
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SEAFARERSHARRYLUND~ERG
SCHOOL OF SEAMANSHIP el i ;
P.O. Box 75 - State Route 249, Piney Point, MD 206740075~301/9940010 5

October 9, 1996

LCDR Don Darcy
Commandant (G-MSO-1)
U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Room 1210
2100 Second Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20593-0001

LCDR Darcy:

The inland Advisory Board Sub-Committee convened October 2-3, 1996 for the semi-
annual meeting at the Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship. The focus
of this working group was to discuss and form opinion on CGD 94-055, Licensing and
Manning for Officers for Towing Vessels. Attending members included:

Joe Sacco
David Heindel
John Mason
Bill Eglinton
J C Weigman
William Saul
Phillip Peak
Casey Taylor
Alex Sweeney
Roy Murphy
William Ferguson
Dave Brown
Frank Power
Gardner Walling
Don lvins

Seafarers International Union, Headquarters
Seafarers International Union, Philadelphia
American Services Technology, Inc.
Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship
Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship
Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship
Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship
Seafarers Harry Lundeberg School of Seamanship
Crowley Marine Services
Kirby Corporation
Orgulf / Red Circle
Orgulf / Red Circle
Penn Maritime, Inc.
Express Marine, Inc.
Express Marine, Inc.

The Sub-Committee is putting forth three (3) requests.

1. Extension of the comment Deriod. Due to the long term impact on the towing
industry, we are requesting a ninety (90) day extension to the comment period.
This would allow inland and towing interests in the regions mentioned below to
asses impact, formulate opinion and submit comment to the docket.

LJb
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Additional Dublic meetinas. The New Orleans meeting was insufficient to
adequately accommodate the concerns of the inland industry nation wide. We
request additional public meetings in the west coast, Great Lakes, and east coast
regions. Site consideration should be given to Portland, Oregon or Seattle,
Washington and a mid-Atlantic location for the east coast.

NPRM clarification. [[Page 3133411 of the CGD 94-055, para. 3, impact of work
hour limitations. The Sub-Committee is requesting timely response (prior to closely
of the comment period) defining the “intent” of the question. General consensus
on interpretation was impossible based on the information provided regarding
indivisibility of the watch, Master responsibility, vessel safety, and existing work
hour limitations.

With the exception of item (3) consensus was reached on all other areas of concern.
The Sub-Committee comment will be forwarded to the docket for consideration under
separate cover.

Should you require additional information or assistance, feel free to contact me at
(301) 994-0010 ext. 5270.

Respectfully,

i-k3 &&.+-‘L

William D. Eglinton
Director Vocational Education


